The Trade Disputes Act 1906

Considering the cases: after the 1906 Act

The Irish experience

The Trade Disputes Act 1906 applied in what is now the Republic of Ireland until its repeal upon the enactment of the Industrial Relations Act 1990. The 1990 Act preserved the system of immunities largely intact. It also preserved many of the expressions contained in the 1906 Act. Cases decided under the 1906 Act continue to be cited in court today and courts continue to be called upon to interpret statutory provisions which were first contained in the 1906 Act.

This paper will consider the cases decided under the 1906 Act by the Irish courts, the impact of the 1990 Act and the law today, with particular focus upon the labour injunction and the impact of the Constitution upon the immunities. 

